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representing a powerful client. I came to know 
him because of the countless hours that he 
and an amazing group of attorneys have put 
into representing, on a pro bono basis, my 
constituents who were forced from their 
homes because their properties were literally 
sinking on a street in my district. 

Mr. Speaker, putting aside any question of 
profit, Ken and his fellow volunteers at the 
Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent Pro-
gram have worked tirelessly to ensure that 
these constituents who found themselves in 
the middle of a bureaucratic nightmare had 
the best legal representation possible. No 
words can express the gratitude I have for 
their diligence and commitment to work 
through the legal maze these homeowners 
faced. 

But, Mr. Fleisher’s efforts would come as no 
surprise to anyone who knows the culture of 
the Zarwin firm. It has been home to many 
people I have been honored to work with and 
call my friends over the years. It is a firm that 
inspires leadership and dedication in its attor-
neys. Two of my good friends, the late Rotan 
Lee, a former Philadelphia School District 
president, and Seth Williams, Philadelphia’s 
Inspector General, both were a part of the 
firm. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Philadelphia legal com-
munity today honors Mr. Fleisher for his highly 
successful tenure as chair of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association’s Real Property Section, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in thanking him for 
his service and wish him well in the future. 
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Melanie Teemant for her out-
standing achievements as a seventh-grade 
teacher. 

On October 18, 2006, Melanie was named 
2007 Nevada Teacher of the Year for hard 
work and dedication to her young students at 
Bob Miller Middle School in Henderson, Ne-
vada. The award was presented by the De-
partment of Education and it is also part of a 
nationwide program from the Council of Chief 
State School Officers. 

As part of the award, Melanie was given a 
key to the city of Henderson and she is en-
tered in the nationwide competition for teacher 
of the year. She is given a trip to the Nation’s 
capital in April, during which she’ll have the 
opportunity to meet President Bush. Melanie 
was also awarded a trip to Huntsville, Ala-
bama, this summer where she will be visiting 
a NASA space program. 

Once a year, Melanie holds a performance 
entitled Dancing Through the Decades, where 
she gives her students a chance to share 
some of what they learned in her reading 
class. She heads the school’s teacher mentor 
program, which is designed to help new teach-
ers acclimate to the school as well as helps 
them develop lesson plans and reviews class-
room management skills. Melanie is active in 
afterschool activities, such as student council, 
guitar club, and the scrapbook club. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Ms. 
Melanie Teemant for her commendable devo-

tion to improving the lives of her students. Her 
perseverance and dedication is an admirable 
trait. I applaud her efforts and I wish her luck 
in all her future endeavors. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to Mr. 
Don Cooper, retiring executive director of the 
Wyoming Valley Jewish Community Center 
and the Jewish Federation in Wilkes-Barre, 
Luzerne County, PA. 

During his tenure, Mr. Cooper developed an 
active and involved membership that included 
commitment and participation from all ele-
ments of the community. He also enhanced 
JCC programming in all areas by developing 
and encouraging an outstanding, competent, 
productive and loyal staff. 

Mr. Cooper made exceptional contributions 
in the areas of day care, elder programming 
and leadership development. He has pro-
tected, improved and expanded the JCC facil-
ity in downtown Wilkes-Barre and its day 
camp facility nearby. 

He has overseen successful fundraising and 
grant writing applications that have assisted in 
securing the financial future of the JCC. 

Mr. Cooper received a BA in sociology and 
economics from the University of Cincinnati 
and a MSW; ACWS in community organization 
from Western Reserve University. 

During the course of his career, Mr. Cooper 
served as a field worker in the Greater Cleve-
land Neighborhood Centers Association; as-
sistant executive director for the Lenox Hill 
Neighborhood Association in New York; as-
sistant executive director for the Jewish Fed-
eration and Council of Greater Kansas City; 
executive director for the Tampa Jewish Fed-
eration/Jewish Community Center; and as ex-
ecutive director for the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Hartford. 

Mr. Cooper is affiliated with the Academy of 
Certified Social Workers, National Association 
of Social Workers, National Association of 
Jewish Community Organization Personnel, 
CJF and UJA regional and national planning 
committees; professional advisory board of 
Joint Distribution Committee; University of 
Pennsylvania School of Social Work Board of 
Visitors; and the Beth Israel Zion Synagogue 
in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Cooper on the occasion of a well 
deserved retirement. The contributions he 
made to the Jewish community as well as the 
community at large have been responsible for 
improving the quality of life for so many peo-
ple, a fact for which Mr. Cooper should be jus-
tifiably proud. 
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SARY OF THE SEBASTOPOL 
HOUSE STATE HISTORIC SITE 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 150th anniversary of the Sebastopol 
House State Historic Site in the City of 
Seguin, located in the 28th District of Texas. 

This 3,000 square foot home was built in 
1856 and is constructed mainly of limecrete, 
an early form of concrete, a material rarely 
used in the area. Joshua Young, who lost his 
son in the Civil War, built the Sebastopol 
House and later sold the house to his sister, 
who then sold it to Joseph and Nettie Zorn. 
Joseph Zorn served as Alderman, Postmaster, 
and Mayor of Seguin for twenty years, was in-
strumental in the growth and the moderniza-
tion of the city, and left a remarkable legacy 
in the creation of the trustee-managed, free 
public school system in 1891. The house re-
mained with the Zorn family until the death of 
Calvert Zorn, when the house was rented out 
to families, including that of Robert and Mary 
Ybarra, who lived in the house for many 
years. 

The Sebastopol House faced the threat of 
demolition in the early 1960s, but was saved 
by the Seguin Conservation Society to serve 
as a historic house museum until 1976, and 
was restored to its original condition in the 
1980s by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment to preserve this important piece of Texas 
architectural history. As we look back on the 
past 150 years of this house and its inhab-
itants with pride, we also look forward to an 
enduring future for the Sebastopol House 
State Historic Site. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to honor the 150th anniversary of the 
Sebastopol House State Historic Site. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ASSISTANT 
CHIEF OF POLICE JOHN DAVID 
LYNN 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Assistant Chief of Police John 
David Lynn as he retires from 34 years of 
service in the North Richland Hills Police De-
partment. 

Assistant Chief Lynn began his career in 
1973 as a patrolman. He was assigned to the 
Criminal Investigations division, and by 1975 
he had been promoted to Sergeant. Through-
out Mr. Lynn’s career, he has served as a pa-
trol supervisor, been promoted to the rank of 
Captain, and served as the Investigative Serv-
ices Division Commander for 11 years. During 
his service as Captain, Mr. Lynn attended the 
139th Session of the FBI National Academy in 
Quantico, Virginia. 

In May of 1993, Mr. Lynn was promoted to 
his current rank of Assistant Chief of Police. 
As commander of the Management Services 
Bureau, Assistant Chief Lynn was awarded his 
second Meritorious Service Award. He also 
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